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In a recent letter DAVE PIPER confessed that a great light
had finally dawned on him. He had, he =aid, always thought
of DYNATRON as a perscnal.zine but suddenly realized that it
lsn't--that DYNATRON is a seience fiction fanzine. Indced.
It always has been., What I would like for DYNATRON to be
1s a SCIENCE fiction fanzine. D. Bisenieks' article in this
Issue 1s something to build on. Admitted that the sclence
in most SF these days 1s hard to find and fans who will--or
Can--write about it are seemingly equally scarce., But if you
feel in the mood to write about the science--or lack of scierce
-=-in various science fiction stories, send it along. I will
happily print 1t. Quite frankly, all of these reams of crap
%bout the literary aspects of science fiction bore me to
ears,

Yes, this is a science fiction fanzine entitled
DYNATRON and this is the 62nd issue. DYNATRON is puablished
at odd intervals by Roy Tackett (who 1s sometimecs odd himself)
at 915 Green Valley Road NW, Albuquerque. New Mexico 87107,
USA., You get it. at the.whim of the editor or because we
trade fanzines or you sent a letter or an grticle for publi-
catlon or otherwise indicated interest.
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I am more or less reliably informed that BUBENICON 7 will be
held at the Ramada Inn in Albuquerque on 22 and 23 August 1975. Uem-
bership is $4.00, Rates at the Remada, it is said, will be #1373 for a
Single and §15 for a double, The luncheon/banquet will cost $lU. For
full details write to Mike Kring, PSC #l Box 3L47, Kirtland AFS East,
New Mexico 87115. I have aio detalls on programming as yet but I guess
the usual gang of 1dlots will be on hand.



I have beccome a convert to a new philosovhy of 1lifes Yes. This
new concept was discovered by the lMahaswami Jesus Mung Harris of
Yocatallgo, South Carclina. It hit him like a quart of white lighten-
1ngs As a matter of Tact, that's where he got his insplration: out of
a quart of white lightening. The idea i1s that Om (as Kimball Kinnison
used to say) QX. Obviously, Just as obviously you are not @X. If
you were--w2ll, why are you reading this? There must be something
wrong with you. But Om QX.

Yes,

This philosophy 1s known as Transcen-
dental Analysis., Or was that Transactional Meditation? Transposition-
al Decimels? Transcontinental Bus? And leave the dRSE et ormmiS i EuAl
Transatlantic Tunnel, Hurrah!?

2 Come now, this 1s serlous stuff. Re-

member the basic basic (are we back with Dianetics?) is that Om QX.
But not you.
X

, Let us get down to some serious fannish business here. As you may
know, and then again, perhaps Jou may not=---one is never sure in these
matters; let it be duly noted, however, that if you do not know, you
should and I am surely goinz to inform You if you pay close attention.s.
Or even 1f you dont: the situstion with regards to the tan Hugos is be-
coming intolerable., And that, of course, is not to be stood for in
fandom which is noted for its tolerance. (What is fandom's tolerance?
Oh, about 0,0003,) Which is why I am sitting down., And besides it is
difficult to type standing up. I have this back problem, you see,
which makes 1t difyicult for nme to btend.

And surely you have seen that
the situation with regards to the fan Hugos 1s becoming intolerable,
What I mean is this: let us consider the nomineecs and winners over the
bast few years. Did the Hugos go to any of the people we would have
blcked? The RIGHT people? (And, generally, in fsandom the RIGHT people
list to the left which 1s, when you think about it, something you really
don't want to think about, particuiarly if you are a habitué of the
American Opinion Bookstore; this sort of thinking could leave you mind-
less which, if you are a habitué of the American Opinion Bookstore, is
& redundant statement.) The nominces for best fan writer this past
year, for example, turned out to be a couple of Mudd's women. If this
sort of thing continues then all fandom will be mud., And if we are no
different from the muds then what is the purpose of fandom? What does
1t all mean? The awards for best fanzine go to zines which are per-
fect eXxamples of creeping, nay, galloping professionalism, The situa-
tion is intolerable. And I have always been tolerant, Or at least I

was for about three months back in 48+ Sam Tolerant, a planter from
Pocataligo, South Carolina, '

In order to correct this inteolerable situa-
tion and insure that we toleraut true sclence flctlon/fantouy literary=-
type fans who are fans of literary-type gcience fletion/Teaiasy (not: te
be confused with 1literate seience Tietlon/fantasy or any othor kind)

are golng to have to take LB As8Y 447 action, yes, actlon to insure
. that the fan awards g0 to the right fans,.
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Now, of cource,; we all krow that fandom--cur fandom-=operates pri-
marily by mail, and with the situation of the 7.3, Foatal Service pe-
«comlng intolerable, just as is the situation wiih the fan Huzos, I de-~
cided that there was no time for any of tnat. So I put the proposition
to the latest meeting of the Alvuguerque Sclence Flction Scciety.

Flrst off, as founder ard Secrct Master of the Albujuerque Scilence
Fiction Society (and thus, if Buck Coulsen can be believed (and if one
can't believe Buck Coulson, who can one believe?) the Secret Master of
all of fandom) I appointed an AD HOC COMMITTEE to appoint an AD HOC
COMMITTEE to consider the situation with regards to the fan Hugos which
1s, of course, becoming intolerable,

"Gentlefen" I sald, "we hust form
an AD HOC CONMMITTEE,"

"Hic. Haec. Hoco," sald Speer. He 1is always
coming out with that lawyer talk. Dick Patten heard the "Hic" and the
"Hoc" and thought we were talking about bock beer. He ordered two
bottles and agrced to serve, Pat NeCraw immedlately hid the bottle
opener,

I explained the situstion to the comml ttee, "It is," I sSald,
"becoming intolerables The peers are belng left out,"
Mike Kring
thought we should first decide exactly what a fan is,
"A Sfan, 't isaiid:
Vardeman, "is someone who ecan attend a four day room party without
collapsing," :
"Peerless," Harry Morris oBaliale
TNey ENo g - Harry i dite s
"Wwe are trying to determine who are the fannlish peers,
; Vardebob men-
tioned a brunette he met at a Westercon who had a fannish pair. This

led to some dlgression. "Order, Order," called Speer. "i'wo more bocks,

Patten called,

"Now, gentlefen," I sald, "what 13 a fanzine?" Kring -
went for a cup of tea, "It 4s," sald Speer, "the repository of a1l the
world's knowledge.," O maybe it was Bloch who saild that, (He wasn't
at the meeting,) I tend to forget things in my old zge. Fanzines, we
agreed, must be kept pure. There should be no creceping professionalism.
Vardeman declared that after the third night of the room party some
Pros were barely able to creeps We agreed that pro's should be left
out (and in many of today's fanzines, it is.,) The awards should not go
to anybody who is a pro. ¢ » Or has material by a pro in hiser fanzine.
Or buys a pro a drink, Or takes a pro.

The AD HOC COMMITTEE decided
that what wag really needed to correct the intolerable situation was
& fannish award to be awarded to fans by thelr fannish peers. What
would be suitably fannish? Rememberthe swimming pool full of lime
Jello? Right. The award shou'd be a plate of lime Jello., How, then,

willl these fannish awards be called? After Vardeman's favorite scilence
flction movie, of course: Green 5lime,

The AD HOC COMMITTEE then ap-
polnted another AD HOC COMMITTET to fairly, fannishly, and unbiasedly
Pick this years recipients of the Croen Slime Awards, Th~e AD HOC
SELECTION COMMITTEE met in Secret, secretly nominated sce. .t nominees
and secretly voted in secret all while blinddF#dukfolded and snnounced
their decision., Which T don't have room for on this page,
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Pay attention now, we're getting to tne important parts The 1975
Green Slime awards are as follows:

Best apazine: Jack Specr's SYNAPSE.

Best damn fantasy/weird fmz you ever saw: Harry Morris's NYCTALOFS.
Rest combined fanzine: Vardeman and Patten's ZYMUWORM.

Best clubzine: Nike Kiing's CHAKOBSKA,

Best greenzine: Roytac's DYNATRON,

None of these publications are available at your AMERICAN OPINION
BOOKSTORE,

I trust that this has tolerably well taken care of an in-
tolerable situation,

The awards will be informally handed out at the
next Bubonilcon,

Vardebob 1s currently doing research on the most
fannish pair for his next book,
V4

AND THEN I READ: Blame this on Dorn Brazier who, in a recent issue of
his fanzine TITLE (2 focal point fanzine) listed his current reading,
S0 you can blame Donn for the following boring listing of the books I
read 1n January and February of this year,

FRANKENSTEIN UNBOUND by Brian Aldiss, Well, for two reasons, First
because most of us older fen are hooked on Mary Shelley's tale and
second because I was intrigued by that ghod-awful turszid essay in Dave
Gorman's fmz; I wanted to see if I could figure out what all that un-
intellizible verbiaze pertained to, The author of that essay, whose
name, fortunately, I forget, showld have read

MARY SHELLEY'S FRANKENSTEIN, s o fracing The Myth by Christopher Small
which 18 an excellent Investigation of the theme. -

MASH GOES TO NEW ORLEANS and MASH GOES TC PARIS by Hooker and Butter-
worth are a couple of lizht entertainments written, I suppose, mostly
to cash in on the popularity of the TV series, Be it noted that these
follow Hooker's earllier books on MASH and are only distantly related to
the small screen series, That's a point in favor of the books.
ANIMALS WITH HUMAN FACHS by Beryl Rowland. Animal symbolism.,

THE POTATO PEELERS by George Zuckerman

NO SURRENDER by Hiroo Onada., Lt Onada fouzht the Pacific War for 30
years. A fascinating study. Recommended.,

FDR'S LAST YEAR by Jim Bishop

THE MIDDLE EAST - A SOCIAL GEOGRAPHY by S. H. Longrizg,

THE HORIZON BOOK OF LOST WORLDS,

THE LAST DOGFIGHT by Martin Caildin. The Japanese commander in this
WWIT story is excellently portrayed. The rest isn't much,

WEREWOLVES AND OTHER MONSTERS by T. G. Aylesworth. Rather shallow,.
THE ROMANOV SUCCESSION by Brian Garfield

DEATH COMES FOR THF ARCHBISHOP by Willa Cather. New Mexico in the days
Just after the American conquest, Based on fact. Good story.

IN SEARCH OF ANCIENT GODS by von Danniken., Von D's latest garbage.
Profusely 11lustrated with photos that “prove his thesis,® They don't,
THE WHEELS OF IF by L. Sprague de Camp

THE FIRST HORSEMEN by F. Trippatt, Mostly about the Seyihisns who
Were not the first horsemen by a thousand years.

ICE AND IRON by Wilson Tucker

THE AMERICAN PAST by Roger Butierfield,
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AMERICAN MANNERS AND MORALS - Heritage
PRINCE ELMO'S. FIRE by Ernest Lockridge (Hi, Buck)
'ALAS, BABYLON by Pat Frank. The Bantam Pazthtinder edition noted for
having as many typos as the average fanzine,
THE RAMAPO MOUNTAIN PEOPLE by David Cohen. A study of the "Jackson
Whites",

X

HIROSHIMA, NAGASAKI, ATLAMAGORTO, BIKINIsesos
Chrystal "has been going through the phcnograph records transcrib-
ing the older ones to tape. The o0ld records have besn played over and
over and taping them seems to clear up a good deal of the surface nolses
"Do you want to keep this?" she asked, holding up a cracked 78,
"What is 1t?"
“OEd: Man * Atoms "
And the floodgates of memory open.

"0ld Man Atom" was recorded by
the Sons of the Pioneers around 1949, The music wasn't much and the
lyrics were done in a talking-tlues stylee The chorus conslisted of the
four words that head this item. On the face of it (or perhaps that
should be on the back since "0ld Man Atow" was the reverce side of a
conventional country religious song that informed us that "What this
country needs more than anything else is a good old-fasnioned talk with
the Lord") the record should have reached a speedy oblivion but 1t be-
came a best seller, the object of considerable controversy and was un-
officially banned from radio, It was an anti-boub SONZ .

Picture the
tlmess The Russians had Just, or were on the point of, settinz off
their first atomic bomb. They were also making noises about banning
the bomb. The House Committece on Un=-Anerican Activities was stomping
across the land hunting for the dirty sples who sold our secrets to the
Communists. (The young Congressman from California, Richard M., Nixon,
Was a member of that committee,) The Cold War was raging; the Berlin
alrlift had just ended. Vast numbers of Americans were convinced thea=
Was a Red under every bed,

And there was the Stockholm Peace Petition
which called for banning atomic weapons. .This petition was being cir-
Culated around the country in an effort to get millions of signatures
demanding the outlawing of the A-bomb, The HCUA said it was €Ecmmunist
insplred. Anyone who signed it was, at least, a fellow-traveller,

Your
unhumble editor was a hard-charging young Marine stationed at San Fran-
clsco at the time and was something of a radical and a constant source
?f_Sbgck to his fellow Leathernecks., While the rest of the outfit was
aringing beer and telling whoary old war stories to the whores in the
Tenderloiny Tackett was drinkinz dago red and arguing politics and
spience fiction with the beatniks in North Beach, Tackett had signed
the Stockholm Peace Petition., We're not sure about you, Tackett, Good,
as long as you're not sure of ne, that gives me an edgesses

And then
came the Sons of the Pioneers with "Old Man Atom." It was played on
the gir. It was taken off the air. It was played clandestinely at
parties. Record stores wouldn't cagry 1Eti Yoeuicould get = copy by
paying a premium., Go in and agk for "What This Country Necds." What
are you, some kind of a radical? Because I wunt a rellgivus song? Gad,
what a tempest,

Of course we transcribed it to tape, Complete with the

thump of the stylus going over the cracke "0ld Man Atom." One of the
pleces of my youth,
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by
DAINIS BISENIEZKS

Sclence fiction of course does not predict the future. Not much
of 1t even pretends to show us probabilitlies, and fantasy 1is the best
word for the writinos of Farmer, Lafferty, Zelazny-~to name only a few,
Thelr heroes do battle against a world of elemental powers. But others
do set many of their stories in worlds of history. We may justly ex-
pect motive, logic and consistency not only in the events of the story,
but in all its explicit and implicit backgrcund. If, to cite a certain
wiseman, a writer imagines automoblles and forsees parking problems,
income tax--and expense accounts--ithen he 1is thinking historically. No
such pat formula can express the reasoiing that gave Heinledn the pro-
phet Nehemiah Scudder. Over thirty years have passed since he appeared
in the Future History, and I look around and have the uneasy feeling
that Scudder is alive today. I don't know if he comes from India or
from Korea, but he is there. I will credit Heilnlein and Asimov and
Anderson and a number of others with historical thinking,

But since a story is not a lecture, what does fiction inform the
reader with? Its role seems to he glving form to and confirming myths,
and a myth 1s never accurate enocugne By myth I don't mean a falsehood,
but a pattern fitted to the world, a declaration of the shape of men's
powers and the powers they work with or against. Some myths are per-
nicious: the myth of anomie, so powerful in the novels of Hemingway,
or 1ts corollary, the myth of the powers of sun and fist. They deny
the powers of will and understanding., Against them I would set the
great myths of acceptance and integration, like Tolkien's Lord of the
Binns, so rich in history. Of course the chronicles of the Second and
Third Ages, and the events alluded to in the story, are not yet history.
No Gibbon has told of the decline and fall of the kingdom of Gondor or
the causes of the Kin-strife. Think of how much more Gibbon would have
t0 know--and of the myriad small but important details which unsophist=-
icated societies never record or which are lost with time, to the frus-

tration of all Gibbons. But of course such a story can stimulate the
desire for real history,

I believe that modern fictiion ("mainstream") has entirely failed
to 1lluminate the modern period and the relationships of material cul-
ture, organizational forms of goclety, and people®s beliefs about them
which influence their lives., In tho modern novel, as far as I can tell,
these beliefs are the bPrincipal resallity., It is unintellectual and anti-
Sclentific, After I deal with thal genre I would like to describe some
reading which I have found interestlng, exeiting, and, I hope, enlight-
ening, A great deal of it offers possibilities for scilence fietion
which I have not seen much exploited, But I have my doubis about what
can be put into fiction withonut gpoiling it. Some sclence 1iction
already suffcrs from too much expnsitlon interrupting and siowing down
the story, The dilemma may be incscapable--some oi the background must
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he made explicit, but the story must not suffeor, I recall what Pains
Fletcher Pratt took in Preble's Boys to ezplain how Americans of 1812
differed from us. The people of 2112 will be no less dlfferent, as
foreigners already are differents but you'd ncver guess 1t from reading
the ordinary adventure story of today.

You may wonder how I'm going to write about modern novels when I
haven't read sll that many of them. Butl there 1s somethins to be said
for reading cerlticism. It has guided me to some good books and in-
formed me about bad onesg in equally convincing terms. If a critic des-
cribes Phillp Roth's My Life as a Kan as "solipsistlc" he has told me
enoughs The word speaks volumes to me; I do not see how it could be
applied completely without Justices I have no use for books which
could be justly titled Sc-and-so's Complaint or Whatsigname's Excuse.
As a science tiction fan and amateur of sclonce, I am interested in
relationships, in causes and effects, in ways to make something work.

Show me a work with largeness of splrit or of action, and I will look
at it.

Meanwhile, solipsism will not do., Soclety is, from one aspect, a
Stem in which information flows snd 1s here and there distorted or
ctinguished, There sre effects of positive or negative feedback al-
}?Wing 1ts members to come to harm or to fall in taking effective ac-
viOfe AN example: a man in apparent trouble is less likely to be
helped if there are more people around., The feeling that nothing need
be done is reinforced by the sight of others taking no action. Or there
1s the "tragedy of the commons", seen for exampie in the deep-sea fish-
érles, where more and more effort is expended in competing for a dimin-
ishing resource, ‘ake a man who is a victim of meny such effects and
1s a stranger and afrald, ‘etc.: a 1little man in the grip of vast imper-
Sonal forces, If he will deny his will and intellizence, I don't want
to read his storys The modern men who has no historical sense inter-
ests me not at all, Where in flction can we find real students or, for
that matter, science fiction fans? Jerks and jerk-ofis cease to amuse
after a while, 1'g rather read about people who move people: as lea-
ders, entrepreneurs, teachers, lovers (eros and agape)sesand, yes,
nemles, A soclety of two or more is bullt on trust, and one must work
to keep 1t in being. Failures can be interesting, but the story of a
loser must not fudge on the reasons for his failure,

b

A9g
o
.4

(D

: I do, then, read history of various sorts, where reasons are fully
Qealt with, Fome of it 1s analytical, like the works of Clinton Ross-
iter, Richarq Hofstadter, and Carl L. Becker on American political in-~
Stltutions and on the oraft of history itself. 1In some the narrative
framework dominates--~Fletcher Pratt on Napoleon's wars or the U. S,
g?vy; Arthur Bryant on the Napoleonic wars again; C. V. Wedgwood on the
Steat §Eb—Llion- An interesting thing: all these writers are superb

ylifbsn I find in style evidence of how a mind works--how, in Robert
Frost's words, the mind carries itself toward its goal. All these have
ahKeen intelligence and a sense of irony., (A counter-example: the man
Who can write "He had other fish to fry than to mourn at the bier of
Lincoln" hags neither, That war Claude Bowers in The Trap'e Frae)
%nother Sigh: they cannot regist walzing pungent remarks widout the quali-
les or mingd of historicalupersonages. Fletcher Pratt aboive all was an
intelligent man who velued intelligence. Strange that his Tiction was
never as good as_ his histories.
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One who has sgeen the scope of hlstory ir works like these will not,
be satisfled with a novelist who is simplisti> or ftendenticus. I thiak
Sclence fiction writers are tempted to focus o1 slngle elements. I
have seen a novel in ANALOG in which the kecy to an alien culture was
at the end formulated in a few psragraphs. And of course shorter works
almost. always ond with onsz diccovery, neatly expressed in a few sen-
tences. For a fault in a machine or system of machlnes there may now
and ‘then be a simple cure, but for peonle and socicties? Tt's a con-
“lnuing struggle: scme neglected factor always causes trouble. Pcople
w1lll make a mess of things; you solve one problem zad you've got
another, '

Murphy's law, of course--but 1like all such "laws" it is a 2ross
oversimplification. I will not use it to speok of human affairs at all,
and as for machines.ssyes, sclence fiction has often paid tribute to
Murphy and Finagle. 1In many storlies, again, the characiers get into
trouble when a machine breaks down, and thelr getting out of trouble is
the story.” In yet other stories, machines simply work perfectly, Jjust
as 1n chase stories on television the good guys can always find.: a
barking space. But between the "trouble’ stories and the "no trouble"
storles is a middle ground I would like to see fllled.

Yes, of course I've heard 1t saild that the ideal machine should
have no working parts. And that it should be noiseless--hah! They
tried silent vacuum cleandrs and tynpewriters but people didn't want
them, .To the ordinary human mind there 1s something uncanny and very
disturbing about a device which glves no sign that i1t is working. -And
that a machine should not even locck like a machine~-that, for me, is in
the realm of fantasy. We've got a long, long way to go before we get
rlid of machines that act pretty much like those we have now, And not
only act, but get invented and made in respornse to scvial forces, and
Interact with soclety in complex ways. Some credit should be given
to this complexity, too, :

Marxist criticism of literature is tendentious and unreacdable, but
We can learn at least one thing from its principrles, We can see that a
literary work can revdal the author's assumptions, often unexamined,
about society. His characters and setting are not drmwn from the whole
?f soclety. If the characters have freedom of action, they owe much of
it to workers, past and present, whose forgotten lavors behind the scenes
hade 1t possible, In science fiction, too, there are forgotten men,
whose work somehow never makes a story.seand there are forgotten ma-
chines tended by them. I read about enough users of machlnes, but few
rhose character is shaped by intimacy with them., A man might write
Westers who had never come closer than ten feet to either end of a
horse--but the horses in his stories wouldn't be.real horses, nor his

horsemen real horsemen. A kriowing reader would sense the lack of inti-
macy. Similarly in Scilence filction,

FLYINéméng Iy casual reading are such magazines as AVIATION WEEK and

cters pa20d In the span of 25 years I must have .- read hundreds of boolks
aoout flying in war and peacce They have shown me that Lhe makers of
alrframes and engines have ever gought atter better mater.als that

could hold out in the extreme conditiions impcesed on thewm, impirovements
have come 1ittle by little, each change making others necessary., A
Superlor glloy for exhaust: valyes might allow a more powerful engine,
but then another part, 86y the orankshaft, could bear no more strain.
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Tt's somewhat the way in which *he make»s of cannon and the makers of

vattleship armor competed against each curner. An alireraft engine thaen
is a system in which every pail is made to give the most 1t can. Every
bart 1s under attack from some combination of sxtrenes of heat (alter-
nating with cold), corrosicn, fricticn, and stress, The man who would
make it work for him must Inow 1i+s qulrks, its weak points, its 1limi-

tatlons, He musgt keep 1t maintalned, as the law in his case requires,
de must consider what is beneath the surface: he must be able to dis-
vinguish technology from magice

There's a problem that SF writers have tried “=to tackle: what
does 1t do. to” pedple to have "magical" cervantss” what,’ Tor example,
wlll hand computers do when everyone has them? I can see the good of
Them: they can free People from the chores of aritnmetic, as other ma-
Chines have freed them from other chores. The housewlfe no longer has
to spin her own thread and weave her own cloth...except that now some
are taklns up weaving and even splnning as hobbles. I can see the
schoolboy of 2075 amazing his fellows by multiplying 17 by 13 in hils
head. And what kind of understanding will school childiren have then?

The computer comes close to belng the perfect machine, and I ex-
pect well have more such machines, But for doing work, we shall have
to put materials under strain as far into the future as I can see. And
as long as materials are so used, engineers will try to get the most
out of a given bulk of stuff. For a few things, solidity will be good
enough, or even the best thing. A typewriter must not be too ALSLEAo00
A wheel must take the extra load of a Jolt. (By the way, I just can't
See wheels being wholly superseded.) There will be more and more things,
With moving parts or not, that willi work and keep on working, though I
fear they will inspire foolizh neglect and overconfidence, Every time
an alrliner crash (or other misha)p, like radioactive epili) is investi-
gated, a long trall of neglect comes to light, The men who mugt under-

Stand systems have too many under them who don't bother. There was
the German charter Jet which had kerosene put in the water tanks; the
cargo plane with nitric acid packed in sawdust; the DC-]10 with its
‘fatal cargo door. The last, by the way, was an interesting case of the
fear of disgrace working within a system. The makers did not want the
change commanded in a way that would imply that had done a bad jobe.
Could such fears be engineered outl of a soclety? After the dead have
been buried, such things make for fascinating detective storles, betier
than the bulk of science fiction., They are the reality of our time

and of the forseeable future: systems that are never quite foolproof
and which kill and injure more and mae people when they fall. (The
wreck of the Titanic was of course a classic example.) In them are
beople with high skills and great responsibilities. They can be un-
done by overconfidence or betrayed by a design fault, or done in by
some nudnick loading cargo,

I know there is a school of fiction about disasters and near-
disasters., A skyscraper fire and trouble sboard a jumbo jet are even
now in the bookstores. But they are not science fiction, only tech-
nology fictions they play on peopic's fears snd are espcntlgiaes
thrillers, Of a much higher ordcr of achievement are Arihui C, Clarlke's
alllterative prizewinners. When in SF I meet the people .ho worl: with
the machines of tomorrow, I wait to know how their werk na . shaped
thelr characters I find ther ix . “he work of Tiscke, ond Ial Ciement,
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and Jack Vance, and Samuel R. Delatiy-=-to name tliose who soonest come

to mind.s I was wondcring whether to add Heinlelin: so many of hls Lie= *
roes are larzely alike, DBut I will not discuss any of these authors in
detall,

S0 much then for the uscrs of machines: I just den't learn enough
of thelr character of the debts they own to other workers., Then there
are lnventors and improvers, snother staple of SFs Tu real life they
2o owe a great debt to the past~=and of course to the precent, that 1s,
the work of thelr contemporaries., The era ot the solitary and more
than a 1ittle addled scientist in his secluded laboratory 1s, thank
God, past. But how often has SF shown the scientist trying to catch
up on the literature or sending coples of his research pavers to others?
Yes, I know, it doesn't have story value. But that alonzg with a lot of
other drudgery is the reallty of sclentific work. Fiction just doesn't
have any way of representing long stretches of boredom in the lives of
1ts charactersa The next chager just starts a year laters. (I recall,
t?O, what criticism was made of Lo Vida by Oscar Lewils, an account of
the 1ives of poor Puerto Ricans. Tt falled tu represent the boredom in
thelr lives,) But surely thevre arc ways of representing character.

‘The history of tools and instruments makes interesting reading.
Some years ago I read virtually all of the five volume History of Tech-
gg%ﬁﬁf (to 1900) sponsored by I,C.I., 2nd puvlished by the Oxford Uni-
peif}ty rress, I regularly look through the quarterly Tcchnology and
l.ture, published at the Unlversity of Chicago. I have become aware
that many discoveries have had to wait on the development of instru-
i:nts adequate to record and measure the phenomena in question, or in.
.un%$1cf§es to produce them, Angd the development could not take place
ey ;;::§iga§ ?n adequate techavlogy, There are electrical phenomena,
e man;festedeunt?ltseclatter balf of the 19th antury, that could not_t
be detected anEl] acuum pumnps pecame good epough, Pulsars could no
Bl Behad a Ca tﬁ among other th}ngs, receiving and recording appara-
Sure;-ggae ?nsl t‘e extremely rapid changes in their Signals, To be
L i ign +tons and discoverles were delayed siqply because no-
R et ea, even though they were technically feaslble. (The
e wﬁ cou%d have been bullt at any time.,) But that raises

g 2ﬁ ody had the idea, taking us to history again, with
B ko] -€S That filction cannct render. And let me just mefition
= el of money for R&D and "pure" scilcnce. How much time have

genin -
e bezig wasted 1n serounging around for the means to do what they can

Shapeghﬁigogg sclentist knows how much he owes to others: the knowledge
BOVElS somp*12§ac:er. I shall have to read some of C, P, Snow's
fiction tﬁ"*"' haybe they give some of what I ask for in SF, In all
determiﬁatie most Interesting characters are those who have sense and
powers) ,Ton (in tragedy they are undone in spite of thelr best

‘v -0 Selence fiction I want to see characters different from

20th Century man :
» Shaped by the cultur
technical o e or theig Sl ure, lncluding the scientific and

DATNIS BISENIEKS
ARXER
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YE OLDE LEDTER SEULICY

‘Wherein you get a chance to have your say but, asz usual, I have the
last word 4{like thisi},

JOHN CARIL Be page 16: I doa't know atout flowor power but
3750 GREEN LANE the countercuiture is still there, healthy as ever,
BUTTE, MONTANA but everybody is tired of reading about it so no-

59701 thing new is being written about 1€, Concern over

the environment -- haven't you heard? Flans to de=-
velop enerzy other than oil -- more nunerous and heallhy than ever be-
fore. As a matter of fac, a $15,000,000 a year reseaich project is
beinz carried out right hear in Butte on MHD, and projects are still
underway for wind, solar, geothermal, and tidal energy. It is conjec=
tured that these projects will be completed about the time the next
critical energy shortage will hit, about 1580-90,
Well, you asked,

Dar-
rell Schweitzer and Nick Shears wrote decent poems, but the others are
shit, as was Wolfenbarzer's WEIRD TALES article, Wolfenbarger's per-
sonal musings are much, much more interesting,

Irritating is the only
word that can be applied to your cheap-shot on power companies. Since
Jou seem to have made your statement wlthout benefit of knowing any
facts of the matter, I will do so az well, First you are assuminz that
because your company has been sued, it is gullty. Hey hey hey.

The
Teason I call it a cheap-shot ig because 1t is just that. These mostly
unsubstantiated attaseks on many of our more indispensable institutions,
Such as. the P,0, and Power companles, cannot be anything but that.
Hell, yes, they could be improved., But do you know how much money that
would take? Firet class mail would @o up 400%, and so would power. The
mistakes were made in the past, and it's no uzse crying over spilled
milk, even if it's still in the process of being spilled. We are now
bPaying dues for the deficiencies of the original organizers of the in-
Stltutions, and there is no way that can be changed without gross so-
21altiegrganization—-and this "liberal® worlid simply would not stand
1or aTCoe
- 44Hey hey hey, indeed. Heh heh heh. Ah, John, if I take cheap
shots it is because that lisialdl T-can afford--my money going to
Support our indtspensable institutions. I did not assume that the
gas compeny was gullty simply because it has been sued. It
hadé a de facto admission of guilt when 1t went to the state to
ask for a rate increase so that i1t would have money to pay the
Judgement when it was levied against them. That®s what the com=-
bPany's representatives said, man.//As for the mail, the attacks
on the postal service are hzrdly unsubstantiated. Service has
declined steadily ever since the Post Office became the Postal
Service with instructions to opcrate on a "business-llke" basis.
A recent letter to gz friend in Tucson took five days to reach
hime 35 days between Albuquerque and Tucson~--the stageccach was
faster than that, I have said thls before: under the old Post
office mail between Albuqueique and Los Angeies Look thres days
on the average. The averase now 1s seven dayse Wo oo mnth raying
for the mistakes of the criginal organizeins of our "rscituticns s
We are paying for the rabuli vy of Lihe grecdy baztards win have,
for the past 25 years, takea sverything out and put notting back,})

]
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DARRELI; SCHWEITZFER Profoundest apolerzles for the double appearance
113 DEEPDALE ROAD of my poem in the current issue of ye DYNATRON, Lt =
STRAFFORD, PA. wasn't a very good poem aliyway. 1 doubt it deserv-
19087 ed to be printed twlce. {¢My fault, Darrell, for
sitting on it for a couple of years. SoOrrye.s+
I am rather amused by Hairy Warner's claim that I have a secret
and subconsclous love for the works of Doc Smith. Just ailn't so. It
1s not that Smith fails to come up to my standards of great literature
--he does but that's beside the polnt-~but that he fails to come up to
ny standards of coumpetent juvenile pulp fiction. I will confess that
I haven't read any Doc Smith since I was about 15, I was then reading
some adult sclence fiction, Heinlein, Bradbury, & the usual (The first
adult level book I read was Dracula, at the age of 12--I was not pre-
coclous) and a little bit of Edgar Eice Burroughs. I had already out-
frown comlc books, after readlng them briefly during my 12th & 13th
years,
HWith this amount of amezing literary sophistication I came upon
Doc Smiths I recall that when I bought The Skylark of Space the clerk
at the bookstore, who must have been in his 20s sald to me, "How can
you read something so infantile?" Undaunted I read it. It wasn't that
bad, but I wasn't overwhelmingly impressed. Stil), I ended up reading
all the Skylark books., They were adequate. The Lensman books I found
less than adequate and I gave up after Galactic Patrol., The reasons
were slmply that Smith had falled to create even decent cardboard
characters, he could not plot, could not create any mearingful con-
flict, and tended to be very predlctable. Hls wonders paled on me
throuzh sheer shallowness. (At this time I thousht Burroushs' Pellucidar
Serles was a marvelous creation.)
-5 il Many people have been comparing Smith
0 James Fenimore Cooper and I think its falr. Cooper became a classic
?ecause he came first, not because he was any good., Hls work is also
11literate and infantile. Yet people held him up as a 3great American
claﬁsic. (I think the arsument was "you don't apply toe same standards
to "romantic fiction." Sound familiar?) As American literature srew
even the English teacher types realized how shallow Cooper was. He's
gnoyher who will not stand up to ERB but Burroughs came a hundred years
:o late to be Great Literature, Hopefully as SF grows Smith will be
regarded the same as Cooper. There are so many other writers who do
vae same thing better, and we don't need him,
<+l got bakk further than most of Dynatron's readers not only
- 1n age but also in years of contact with the field. I could
Tead and write before I was 5 (a situation which led to a
long arzument between my pareht's and the school principal
who finally agreed to Place me 1n the first grade at the ten-
der age of 5) and since the old man read stf/fsy I was intro-
%uced to it about the same time I started schools A lot of
ﬁEB and other "sclentific romances". I wonder Just what makes
sreat Literature"? 1Is it some critic's sayso? Or what people
read? Literary critics have mostly panned ERB but his books
are read world-wide and are now beinzg read by a third or fourth
generation of readers with as much enthusiasm ag when they first
%E?gzgfd;'?%Ybe more., Burrcughs will be around lciuy after many
S irlters are forgolieri. : i o~
writer? You betchum, Red R;ier.égd Reed Siak DD e

DYNATRON 62
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ERIC MAYER Andrew Darlinoton's article on Kafka was inter-

}D 1, BOX 147, esting. THE MEIAMORPHOSiS made a tremendous im-
FALLS, Pa, 18615 bression on me as soon a2 I rezsd it. Perhaps

bartly for the wrong reasins. No doubt my scilence
fiction background made it easy rfor me to relate to the story--to feel
comfortable with the basic premis, So comforvable; in- fact, CThat 4
probably overlooXked much of the symoolic content. Nevertheless the
general ldea is pretty clear and powerfully presented,

THE "CASTEE:: G
the other hand sort of crept up on mes I had a rough time gettiing
through the book. I found Kafka's style to be disturbing, hard to read,
€xtremely tedious in places. Likewise the rlot was tedious, siow mov-
ing and ultimately pointless. It was only after I had finished the
novel that I began to appreciate it, The damn thing tuck in my mind.
Various nightmarish scenes remained with mes The book was difficult,
disturbing and quite unforgettable, :

The same sort of thing happened with
QLABISSA. I loathed that novel when I read it. It was sheer torture.
But 1t stuck to me. A science Tiction novel that had somewhat the sare
effect was TIME ENOUGH FOR LOVEs Much as I despised g great deal of
that garrulous tome I have to admit I'll remember Lazarus Long perma=
hentlys @I'm not sure if this is a measure of the book's value or not.
Maybe its simply a result of the length. lMaybe you tend to remember
unpleasant experiences,

Jackle Franke's letter was certainly a highlight
of the isse. I have to say I agres with her, even though I don't have
anything much to add. It was so well puts I'm fairly sensitive to
literary style and a great deal of older science fiction I find unread-
able for lack of style. I'm easily defeated by flat, dead sentences.

T . Eang myself putting down a book =o written after a very few pages.,

Now a lot of "modern" sf doesn't suffer from lack of style. 1Its
well written, I fingd myself zipping merrily along through new antholoZ2
gies, gobbling up one story after another. But I get about two thirds
of the way through whatever collection I happen to be reading and I
suddenly have a sort of empty feeling., I find I can hardly remember
enythlng I've read, Its all been on the surface., The stories are
really pretty hollow.

Isn't it possible for someone to write souething
in which style and substance are balanced? Well, of course it is. I
guess I mean, isn"t 1t possible for somcone to write a science fiction
novel that way?

33 Ah, well, A good many science fiction stylists are
Yould-be ATLANTIC MONTHLY stylists who couldn't cut it in that particu-
tir leage. T only wish that seience fiction wditors would wise up to

at faet, Science fiction has some great, unique qualities--a fact
ghich 1s obscured when second rate literature i1s passed off as science

letion. It upsets me a bit because its embarrassing, it makes our
Whole/genre look rather foolish,

t¢I have saild for years that the reason there is so much

Second:rate Sclence fiction is because there are so many

Second=rate writers in the field. Why do we tolerate them?3d
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No fanzine 1s genuine without a letter from

HABRY WARNER, JR The latest Dynatron reached port after a 20
423 SUMMIT AVE. day journey, accordin g to the postmark and my
HAGERSTOVN, MD., date of arrival jotting, Even 1f the postal

21740 service 1s lousy in other ways, you must admit

the headless horseman stamp you used this time
1s a lovely one, Still, even that gentlcman operating pony express
service mizht have found my mallbox more rapidiy. ¢4It took 7 days for
#61 to reach Brazier in St Looey, 9 days to reach Sam Long in Florida
and 12 days to reach Juffus midway acrosgs town.3+d

I've wondered for a

long time about the lack of fanzine material on Franz Kafka. Andrew
Darlington is a brave man for trying to get into three pages bilography,
story summaries, and symbolism data, but he seems to Lave miscalculated
in some ways. If the reader knows nothing of Kafka, he will still won-
der after finishing the article if the wrlter wrote in Czech or in Ger-
Dan. He won't have the slightest idea of what is meant by a cryptic
Sentence like "Yet it is not nightmarish or symbolic in the way that
The Castle 1s, although certain passages, such as the incluslion of the
Delamarches, hint at its existence."” He'll wonder why the writer in-
cluded a non-English title for only one story (and I don't think Das
Schloser 1s good German or good any other language known to me) or why
translator information is included on only one story., What really is
Needed 1s a lengthier fanzine study of Kafka from the angles that can't
be found in the numerous books which deal with his 1ife and work: com-
barisons of his stories to fantasy and future fiction by Enlilsh-language
authors, and speculations on how much influence Kafka may have had on
same of them,

I shouldn't have stopped buying WEIRD TALES before that
25th anniversary issue appeareds I wonder what would happen if some
enterprising publisher or other tested the market by reprinting a few
complete prozines? 1It's bProbably impractical, because it would be so
hard to track down all the authors represented for negotiations over
ﬁeprlnt fees, Still, I'd love to see just once more before I die a
SEW gnyGIIOWed. unfrayed prozines tn the pulp or large size on a news-
Thino. éerah: me, too, Harry, but, alas, those days are long gone.
muuhuor of stories which appeared in the old pulpzines are, I fear,

uch too complicated and sophisticated for today's generation of tv
Watchers, 33

I

i . : Jackie Franke's blast at quasi-science fiction pleases me,
51 %1 enjoy reading some of the fiction that isn't really sclence
ILSh_on although marketed as such, but only for the same reasons that
reéiggy readi?g detective stories or Sinclair Lewis: because it's
i y i%d I'm interested in reality. But I'm interested in the thlngs
OO“A‘+?2h d occur 1n the future whose nature can't be deduced by the
wigﬁAJL'“ of the world today and the only place to get some acquaintance
Such things is through genulne science fiction stories.
I liked
giizykforris' cover, although I'm not sure if I am supposed to grasp
the ’uxgd of meaning for the whole. I sense some kind of loglc behind
Whllé 5 zgositions, like the two'creatures aprarently desceanding a ramp
il e i mvgied control panel follows the same line in aacther frame,
: * Byoterious face-like secllon which supplenents a real human
ace at the bottom., Maybe Harry has been reading Kafka, Loo.
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DENNY LIEN Four more issues and your zine goes on

2408 S. DUPONT AVE, APT 1, social security and gets a small but reg=

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 55405 ular pittance of egeboo every month from
the govt,

One of the greatest advantages
of getting an early show of support for Britaln in '79 is the way 1t
wlll discourage any local gung-ho types (if there are any lert) from
bidding Minneapolis., I don't think there sre more than a couple left
though. 44So. I read in some fanzine or other where Albuguerque is
talking seriously of bldding a Westercon. I am not sure who these
mysterious bidders are--and I really don't want to know.3+

I like
Denny Lien's letters; try to get him to do more for you.

: Darlington's
pPlece on Kafka is not bad for what it 1s--a quick 3 page intro/skim for
an audlence presumed to be unacqualnted with him--but I don't know how
many in Dynatron's audience are in fact this unacquainted. So, why?
{¥7hy not?i}

So why shouldn}t the PARIS REVIFW be published in New York
City, when the ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA is published in Chicago? Dlore
to the point, 1t 111 behooves sf fans to quibble about such: we put up
with ‘SATURN being published in Masse; with SATELLITE being published on
the surface of a Planet; with BEYOND belng published Right Here and
ORBIT in one spot and FUTURE in the pPresent and NEW WORLDS on the same

old one, Only GALAXY and UNIVERSE and PLANET are beyond reproach in
this resnect ' : '

Actually Scortia is not stealing Elder's anthology idea:
both STRANGE BEDFELLOWS and EROS IN OEBIT came out in 73 1n hardback.
I agree that neither ie very good, though. Were's all of those great
0ld erotic stories about BEMs from Betelgeuse raiding the earth to kid-
Nap earth wemen and then advancing a lustful tentacle to rip to shreds
the scanty ete, etec, while the hero, slapped by a tractor beam against
the bulkhead, looks on helplessly gritting his teeth and THEN when all
Seems hopeless etc, ete, like Bergey used to illustrate? I want my
Sense of wonder bacKees.. :
' - Beth Slick's clipplng re a warm October in
. nusings on decreasing overall world tempera-
‘ure lead me to the conclusion that: the Tce Age 13 a Commie Plot., +<Fhe
Creaded Illuminati strike agaln?....Speaking of dreaded here is:}

Moscow comhined with your

THE DREADED WAHF: GIL GATIER who commented on the keen ToC; BRUCE D.
ARTHURS who has a new address: 920 N, 82nd Sta.; H-201, Scottsdale,
Arizong 85257; BEN INDICK; ALEXTS GILLILAND, CHESTER CUTHBERT, NEAL
WILGUS, MIKE GLICKSOHN, JACK SPEER, SHERYL BIRKHEAD, and probably a lot

of other people whoue letters are buried in the pile. It, the pile,
bay soon reach critical mass,

XXX
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S it

t4¢Starting a new department. SF, as we all kncw, has how become ac-
cepted in academic circles--a far cry from when w2 hid 1t in our note~-
books-~and one would presvme that a number of fen have take SF courses
or tauzht SF courses or somesuch. I think thic readers of Dynhatron
would be interested in your expericnces with acadenlc SI' so all you
have to do is jot them down and send them along to me. They'll be
published here. Last issue lMlke Choemaker wrote of his experlences at
Cathollic Unliversity. Darrell Schweitzor tells about Vilianova: 3

liikxe Shoemaker's experiences with the world of Academe do not
match mine at all, I am now a sraduate English student at Villanova
University, which is Catholic, run by conscrvative Augustinians who
llve on campus in a monastary, This could he bad news gicept that the
priests don’'t have much to do wiih the Fnglish departmerice There aren't
enough of them. The clerzy has a mangowe:r shortaze these days.e Vir-
tually everyone in every deparuiment except Thetlogy is a layman. Any-
way we have had a good science fiction course Tor seversl years., I
helped one professor start it. He wanted to do it, but he was a Joyce
expert and mew little about SF. Word get to me that he wanted advice
on his readinz list, I advised him to drop some of the trashier things
from his tentative list, such as Buz Jnck Barron (which is good juve-
nile pulp fictlon, but this course was for adullbs) and one of the
Lensman books. I sat in on several of the lectures and they went over
well. The next year we got somsone more qualified to run a permanent
course (the first one was one-semester Ening, done for variety). This
Was Margzaret Esmonde, well known to the Fantasy Assoclation. I've
never attended one of her classes but I know she knows what she's do-
ing, For one thing Villanova's library has the best collection of
SClence fictlon criticism I have ever seen. For another, Dr Esmonde
had enough sense to but all this on reserve so it won't get stolen, We
even get SFWA BULLETIN, EXTRAPOLATION, RIVERSIDE QUARTERLY and SF
STUDIES at the library.
: e Maybe Villanova is more liberal than Catholic
ve I had always thought Catholic U was designed for itralning prlests,

wouldn't expect them to have much range in thelr literature depart-

+ But for the most part I think good scilence filcltion courses depend

ly on the competence of the individual teacher. . He doesn't even

v to know SF in the beginning. If he is any good he will rescarch ST
and make himself knowledgeable,

. DARRELIL SCHWEITZER
¥
%éSlgh. he faster I go the behinder I get. Darrell has two references
about yhlch_l am completely in the dark. "The antasy Association" and
SF STUDIES.@ Enlightenment is requasted, RTH
gt
075§ 4
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Sand scribblings in front and sand scribbiings in back. It makes
Dynatron a sandy sandwich,

A group of gcodly fen have apparently de-
cided that Britein really doesn®t have enough piroblems so there 1s an
attenpt afoot ©to inflict the prescnce of Roy Tackett on the Britifen
next spring. My grateful thanis to 1d Coxy; Mike Glysr, Petecr Roberts,
Beb Vardeman, Horry Warner and ULF Westbiom. And a special bow in the
direction of Sir Re M. Sneary, KtSF.

Which is another way of saying
what you should already know:that I am a TAFF candidate this time
around. And the other candidate is Bill Bowers, faupubber extraordinairec.

Quite seriously, fen old and néw, I do want your coutributiocns
for SF/ACADEME. We have been having . a lot of ‘digcussion on the slibjleet
of science fictlon in the scho-ls and I'lm sure. that some persovhal ex=
periences would be of interest to us all.
And 1if you have other items
you think might be of interest to Dynatron's discerning readershipese
send =gl o,

As you know one of my interests is ancient history., The Bronze
Age--ah, that was a time. Chrystal presented me with a copy of Roy
Krenkel's CITIES & SCENES FROM THE ANCIENT WORLD on our anniversary
(our 24th) and I really must get a copy of deCamp's GREAT CITIES OF THE
ANCIENT WORLD to which this is a comparnion volume,

The Krenkel book
1s a handsome thing but in a way 13 rather disappointing. DMost of the
work 1s pen and ink or pencil sketches and a lot of it is rough work--
what Krenkel himself calle "doodles". It is difficult not to draw com-
parisons with the paintings by H.IM. Herget in the NGS volume EVERYDAY
LIFE IN ANCIENT TIMES. Krenkel comes 1n second, Still for anyone

interested in life two or three thousand years ago the Krenkel book is
recommended, . :

iz ¥ ;
Among the books in the pile to be read 1c The Romance of Atlantis
by Taylor Caldwell, I‘'m not really sure I want To rend Lpls story
which was written by Miss Caldwell when she was 12 years old.. At the
most T will probably give it a quick skimooeesskim skim skime.s 0K, Mlss
Caldwell says it rained for 40 days and 40 nights ahd Atlantis disap-
Peared in the Biblical flood. All rightey.

I suppocse that anyone who
has glven any thousght to Atlantis has his own favorite theoiles, Jeff
May mentioned a reference a couple of icsues ago with which I was un-
familiar.  Maybe he'll expand on i1t. Most modern scholars of Atlantis
tend to reduce Plato's time fram by a factor of 10 and identify the
lost contlnent/city/kingdom with the 1zland of Thera (Seitorin) in the
Aegean. Thera, an extinct volcano, is thought to have exploded about
1400 B.C. Poul Anderson's The Duncer From Atlantis is a fine story
based on this theory.,

_ But I don't think so. The legend is emphatic
that Atlantis vanished beneath the scae.s.not in an exuioglon and e
volcarile eruption more violent than Krakatoa would, not «<-.:ti'ly be for-
gottens I think it is a mistake to reduce Plato's time refoerence by
a factor of 10, too.

Page 1.8 DYNATRON 62



f

Atlantis, I pcstulate, was located on an aiea-=now the bottom qf
the sea (either the Atlantic or the Heiiberrau&an)mnadjaaenp to Noxrth
Africa/Western Europe during the last zlaciatisn., The sea ievel at
that time was 300 or mere fect lower than it ic tinday. Atlantis did
not sink--it was inundated by ithe rising sea as the glaclers melted.
Granted this 1s rretty far back in tlme for a civilization but more and
more evldence 1s being uncovened that mewn of the mesolithic were far
more civilized than we glve them credit Tor, I% is definitely estap-
lished now, for example, that the Crec~Mzpions of westorn Furone kept
traci of things with a notablonal system thit may not have been true
writing but it wasn®t far from it. Late stone-age civilizaticine are
known in both western Europe and America so that idea isn’t a novelty.
The pre-Indo-Furopean inhabitants of western Burope were, apparcently,
well versed in astronomy and engineering«-much more so than the Indo-
Furopean bartarians who supplanted them.

\ It isxnlt boe diffleult to Ima=
gine a stone-age civilization of a relatively high lovel located in
what was then the lowlands off the western or souihern cosast of Europe
with contacts on the continent broper., And when the ice melted it
dlisappeared beneath the waves leaving only a legend,

eeseit 1s as good
a theory as any other.

¥

The item in the latest issue (#61) which brought the most comment
Wwas Jackie Franke's letter. She put into words, clear and easily un-
derstandable, what a lot of fang have bcen trying to say about the SF
I'lelds Again, Bravbae Jockle, ; :
Jutt received from Gordon Gszrb, Bl08
Corbett, Fort Collins, Colorado G0251, 1s SUPERAMALGAMATION PRESENTS
#2 which contains the transeript of Pcul Anderson's speech. at
MILEHICON 6, FEntitled “The Invormed Imagination" this 1tem also has
a 1ot ofigood information. Poul makes good senses, Read it,
. A1l fen,
1t seems, get Strange things in the mail although I must admit that
not too much finds its way into my m~il box, Now and then, though,
&here comes an item that causes a raiscd eyebrow.s.sush a3 a brochure
from Anniversary Tours, Inc, of NYC inviting me to tour "socialist
countries” on "Workers Speclal tours", I'm afraid not. Admitted T
would much like to visit "exotlc Central Asla" and the like but I have
No real interest in visiting "soclalist countries™, One iz a matter of
geography and the other a matter of politics, Unfortunately these days
the two are intertwined, It is really too bad that politics and poli-
ticians insist on messing up tre world,
I'm trying to picture myself as
part of a workers Special tour. I don't think my limagination is good
enough to do it, The image that comes through 1s bcth shuddery and

%aufhible. Horrible 0ld Roy Tackett would not fit in wiin the prole-
ariat,

Hoping you are the 88MEavnss s
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